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Case study referee 

Other participants  

Cheshire and North Shropshire is an example of a rural specialised and 
suburban region. It is an agricultural region surrounded by large urban 
areas. Traditionally the area has developed specialised dairying, arable 
and livestock production. 
 
Over the last twenty years there has been a concentration of specialised 
production in the dairy cereals and potato sectors with a steep and 
continuous decline of the number of farms and a growth in 
amalgamations. From a total of the 8500 farms in 1985 to 4545 in 2007, 
there is a resulting bi-polar farm structure with 47% of farms below 5 
hectares. Their still remains some large landed estates. Many of the 
smaller farms are either agroecological, organic or horticultural and tend 
to serve local markets rather than national markets. There is considerable 
pressure on the agricultural land for planning system. There is still 
considerable food processing facilities in dairying and cereals, in many of 
the small market towns. The agricultural region is increasingly populated 
by exurban groups moved from cities, creating increasing demands for 
rural amenities spaces as well as for agricultural land for recreation 
purposes (especially horses). Another development is the growth of 
private land agencies and consultants who are giving advice to farmers 
about changes in agricultural and environmental policies.  



TERRITORAL FOOD SYSTEM Cheshire  
 

Quantitative/objective data Qualitative assessment and trends 

Approximate size and population 1.1 Million inh; 85,000+ since 2002, 455 per sq /km 
Distributed small and medium sized market towns 
 

Main social issues 

Type of agriculture 

70% of total land area in agricultural production on 
163,000 has of land 4545 farms (2007) , average size 77 
has, but masks bi polar land structure 
  

Dairy (cheese and liquid milk), potatoes , traditionally 
horticulture and market gardening 

Presence of agroecological systems 

Large scale dairy / arable turning back to grassland 
systems and “circular approaches” Some interstitial agro 
ecology on the 47% of farms that are below 5 hectares 
Question over sustainability of intensive dairying 

Short circuits (and anteriority) 

Specific agri-food system dynamics 
and initiatives (and anteriority) 

Type of region  Rural specialised and suburban 



Main stakes for 
the transition 

Growth in niches production and markets; uncertainties now with loss of EU Single 
Farm Payments but high dependence on subsidies 

Cheshire food  

3 innovative initiatives 

AGRIFOOD TRANSITION 

Key obstacles to AE transition Intensive faming system, large-scale farming 

Leading actors in the transition  Public policies changes, retail led supply chains, land owners and tenants 

Institutionalisation of the agrifood 
transition  

Brexit and forth coming changes in agricultural subsidies-environmental and management and ‘payment for 
public goods’, but not necessarily supporting agricultural practices. Payments for outgoers as a lump sum 
payment of last Single farm payments. 
  

Actors excluded from projects  Local residents & consumer groups. 


